
If you are like me and based what to bring with you as you packed to come 

to Cornell this August on last year’s weather, it was a mistake to leave that cool 

weather jacket behind until after Fall Break.  Overall, this September’s high tem-

peratures averaged nearly eight degrees cooler than last year’s.  The September 

2005 average high was 75.6°F, while the September 2006 average high was a much 

cooler 67.8°F.  The climatological average is 70.9°F.  Only once during this Sep-

tember did the temperatures reach 80°F.  (It happened eight times in 2005.)  This 

September, high temperatures in the sixties arrived before September itself, while 

the first sixty degree day of 2005 was not until September 17.   The fifties did not 

show up in 2005 until after the first week in October while 56°F was the high on 

September 29 this year.  Ironically, the average low temperature for September 

2006 was 49.8°F, while the average low temperature for September 2005 was actu-

ally a slightly cooler 49.0°F.

Part of that flip-flop would seem to be due to the lack of clouds and precipi-

tation in  2005. 1.54” was the 2005 total precipitation compared to 2.68” in 

2006.  Both years were below the climatological average of 3.84”.  Days of precipi-

tation greater than a trace favored 2006 fifteen to nine.
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Overall, September 2006 in Ithaca felt much more like fall 

than September of last year did, when the effects of summer lin-

gered throughout the month and into the first week of Octo-

ber.  60s were rare anywhere in the country until the final third of 

September 2005.  The cold fronts of 2005 seemed to bring little 

precipitation and brief cool downs into the 70s. In contrast, this 

year we’ve experienced  rainy fronts followed by cool, Canadian 

high pressures.  The moral of the story: next year, don’t wait until 

after Fall Break to bring the sweaters from home!

Stratocumulus clouds over Collegetown.
Photo by Dean Fogarasi ‘09



Last summer I worked as a 
research assistant for a group of 
atmospheric scientists –led by Drs. 
HaPe Schmid and Danilo Dragoni, 
PhD ’03, - at Indiana University in 
Bloomington, Indiana.  Although I 
was far younger and less experi-
enced than everyone else, I still 
managed to be helpful.  The group 
was somewhat short-staffed during 
the summer, because most of the 
students left Indiana during the 
break from school.  Since I was re-
turning to my hometown for the 
summer, I was in a better position 
to be useful.

This research team exam-
ines gas exchange between the 
boundary layer of the atmosphere 
and the canopy of Morgan-Monroe 
State Forest, which is located about 
20 miles north of Bloomington.  
We had to perform weekly and 
monthly maintenance at our area in 
the forest, and I often helped with 
this.  Weekly maintenance included 
walking to five below canopy sites, 
cleaning and leveling their sensors, 

taking soil samples, collecting read-
ings from two data loggers by using 
a PDA, and a few other tasks.  
Every two weeks, two people re-
corded the leaf area index for the 
forest.  Since this can only be done 
at sunrise or sunset, I had to wake 
up at 4:30 a.m. twice, but that did-
n’t bother me too much.  The job 
also included doing work in the lab, 
which consisted of permanently 
recording data from that I had done 
in the forest that week.

A major part of the project 
is a 150 ft. tower in the forest.  
Each week, somebody also has to 
climb the tower to check instru-
ments, replace filters, and take pic-
tures, among other things.  I did this 
twice, and it was my favorite part 
of the job.  The tower has an inter-
nal ladder to climb, and it’s really 
quite safe.  Once I started climbing 
I wasn’t worried about the height at 
all.  The trees prevented me from 
seeing how high I really was, and I 
think that helped.  At the top I was 
well above the canopy, and I could 

see for miles in all directions.  I was 
treated to a truly amazing view.

Surprisingly I didn’t learn 
much about the weather or forecast-
ing.  I spent many hours coding in 
MATLAB, so I became much more 
proficient with that language.  I 
used MATLAB to write a program 
for the calibration of a gas analyzer.  
I had to include data from other in-
struments at the top of the tower 
and at ground level for my calcula-
tions.  The project took a while, and 
it was fairly difficult to get every-
thing to work just how I wanted it, 
but I feel much better about using 
MATLAB now.  I’m also glad that 
I was able to contribute something 
that will have a lasting benefit for 
the project.  Working at IU was a 
great introduction to something that 
was both similar to and different 
from my main interest.

Internship at Indiana University by Robert Gottlieb ‘09

Internship at Gulf of Maine Research Institute by Pat Meyers ‘08

This past summer I worked 
as an intern at the Gulf of Maine 
Research Institute, working for for-
mer Cornell professor Dr. Andy 
Pershing. I worked on a project to 
see if there is any correlation be-
tween atmospheric variables and 
the number of lobster larvae that 
settle on the ocean floor. After lob-
sters hatch, they spend their first 
days of life drifting in the top meter 

beneath the water’s surface. When 
the lobster is between fifteen and 
thirty days old, the young lobsters 
begin to dive towards the ocean 
floor, searching for a suitable habi-
tat. This search could continue for 
several weeks until the lobster finds 
a location of suitable depth and 
ocean floor terrain. Lobsters usually 
choose cobble ocean floors because 
they provide fit hiding spaces for 

the lobsters to avoid predators. The 
lobster data set used was collected 
by counting lobster larvae in thir-
teen sample areas spanning the 
midcoast of Maine between 1989 
and 2004. This data was correlated 
with atmospheric data covering 
New England and the Canadian 
Maritimes. Monthly averages of 
surface pressure and wind fields, 
and 500- and 700-mb geopotential 
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heights, wind fields and tempera-
tures for three-month averages be-
tween June and October were ex-
tracted from NCEP’s North Ameri-
can Regional Reanalysis dataset. 
This 32-km resolution set assimi-
lates observed data at various levels 
through the atmosphere to create 
high resolution atmospheric profiles 
from 1979 to the present. The lob-
ster data time series was correlated 
with the atmospheric data at each 
pixel.

The highest correlations 

were found in the 500- and 700-mb 
geopotential heights and surface 
winds and surface pressure. Years 
with high lobster counts had an-
omalously high pressure centers to 
the east of the New England coast, 
implying southerly winds along the 
Maine coast. These surface winds 
will drive southerly ocean surface 
currents that run perpendicular to 
the coast, transporting the lobster 
larvae towards the shore, giving 
them a suitable location to settle. 
Conversely, low settlement years 

are connected to anomalously low 
pressure over the region, producing 
surface winds from the north, trans-
porting the surface water, and more 
importantly the lobster larvae, away 
from the coast. This research pro-
ject opened my eyes to atmospheric 
forcing in the marine ecosystem. 
Not only is it good for Maine tour-
ism when southerly winds bring up 
warm, tropical air, it also suggests 
there will be more lobsters to feed 
the tourists.

Research & Discover Program at UNH by Ginny Sawyer ‘07

I spent my summer close to 
home, at the University of New 
Hampshire. Their Institute for the 
Study of Earth, Oceans, and Space 
sponsors an undergraduate research 
and graduate fellowship program 
called Research & Discover, which 
I would recommend to anyone in-
terested in climate change-related 
issues. There are relatively few me-
teorologists in the department as 
such, but the climate scientists there 
are involved in air quality monitor-
ing, taking measurements from ice 
cores, and many other areas. I 
worked with Dr. Ruth Varner, an 
atmospheric chemist, and Dr. Doug 
Vandemark, an oceanographer. It 
took some effort to overcome dif-
ferences in vocabulary between our 
different fields, but it was gratify-
ing to know that my relatively lim-
ited knowledge of atmospheric sci-
ence offered a new perspective for 
their research.

The Research & Discover 

program requires its interns to pre-
sent their research at the end of the 
summer as a twelve-minute slide-
show—matching American Geo-
physical Union guidelines—first at 
UNH for each other, and then at 
NASA Goddard Space Flight Cen-
ter. The latter is because the pro-
gram actually lasts two summers. 
Next summer, as part of the same 
program, I am eligible to do a simi-
lar project with an advisor at 
NASA. This way, I hope to be able 
to contrast academic research with 
government research as career op-
tions.

I was afraid at first that I 
wouldn’t use much of what I had 
learned at Cornell to do my project. 
In the end, though, I learned much 
more about the sea breeze circula-
tion and the planetary boundary 
layer, all in a project that mostly 
dealt with carbon dioxide readings 
left over from UNH’s air quality 
campaign. I gained a slight head 

start on air pollution, which I’m 
taking this fall. There is also the 
chance to see other Cornell stu-
dents, since UNH and Cornell 
jointly run the Shoals Marine Lab 
at Appledore Island. I didn’t go 
there this year, except to circle it by 
boat, but other Research & Dis-
cover interns have taken air sam-
ples on the island.

Only juniors are eligible for 
Research & Discover, but I also 
worked in Dr. Varner’s lab the 
summer before last. It was a great 
opportunity to do fieldwork on a 
regular basis, whereas the formal 
internship didn’t leave much time 
to collect data, and I had to rely on 
measurements other people had al-
ready posted online.
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This past summer, I partici-
pated in the Lamont-Doherty Intern 
Program at Lamont-Doherty Earth 
Observatory of Columbia Univer-
sity, located in Palisades, NY. The 
Lamont-Doherty Intern program 
offers undergraduates the chance to 
experience scientific research in the 
Earth Sciences, including geology, 
geochemistry, oceanography, cli-
matology, and meteorology. The 
specific areas of research available 
change year to year, depending on 
what scientists agree to serve as 
research advisors, but there are gen-
erally a few that are meteorology or 
climatology-based. The program is 
funded by a grant from the National 
Science Foundation through the 
Research Experience for Under-
graduates program. In addition to 
doing work on my research project 
under the supervision of two Co-
lumbia-affiliated scientists, I at-
tended special lectures, workshops 
and field trips designed to give a 
better idea of what the world scien-
tific research entails.

I worked specifically at the 
International Research Institute for 
Climate and Society (IRI), a mem-
ber of The Earth Institute at Colum-
bia. IRI both conducts research and 
produces forecast products such as 
seasonal climate forecasts, ENSO 
predictions, and tropical cyclone 
activity predictions, as well as ex-
amining impacts on society.

My  research project was 
titled “The relationship between 
actual and potential intensities of 
tropical cyclones on interannual 
time scales.” Tropical cyclones, 
also known as hurricanes or ty-
phoons, are undoubtedly one of the 
most spectacular and powerful me-
teorological phenomena, but are 
also one of the most costly, both in 
terms of monetary value and human 

life. There has therefore been a 
great deal of attention on tropical 
cyclones as part of the global 
warming debate. It is clear that an-
thropogenic climate change has the 
potential to affect tropical cyclone 
intensity, thus warranting careful 
studies of hurricane intensity. My 
research project was one such study 
on hurricane intensity. It was based 
on a thermodynamic theory for the 
maximum intensity of steady state 
tropical cyclones. Derived from 
Carnot's principle, the thermody-
namic theory for potential intensity 
(PI) calculates an upper bound on 
the intensity of tropical cyclones 
given specific thermodynamic con-
ditions. It includes only thermody-
namic variables, thus making it 
relatively easy to calculate potential 
intensity from climatological data. 
More so, it is a physical theory, not 
a statistical one. If the potential in-
tensity theory was accurate and the 
way in which actual storms relate to 
the theory is well understood, this 
could have significant applications 
in terms of intensity forecasts and 
predictions, as well as projections 
for the effect of global warming on 
hurricane intensity. Thus, I tested 
the theory and examined how it is 
related to the actual observations of 
tropical cyclones in both the Atlan-
tic and Western North Pacific ba-
sins over the past fifty-six years. 
The motivation for the specifics of 
my study was that past analysis has 
indicated that wind speeds follow a 
uniform distribution up until their 
theoretical maximum (PI), indicat-
ing that a climatic change in PI 
would affect the intensity distribu-
tion of real storms uniformly. I 
sought to determine exactly how 
potential intensity and actual wind 
speeds were related, and  I therefore 
examined if fluctuations in actual 

wind speeds were indeed governed 
by fluctuations in PI on the level of 
interannual variability.  After com-
paring yearly average time series of 
tropical cyclone wind speed and PI, 
I found that the two were correlated 
fairly well for most breakdowns of 
the data, but additional results indi-
cated that actual wind speed is 
varying with PI less than predicted.

Participating in the summer 
intern program at Lamont was an 
incredibly interesting and valuable 
experience for me. I got to work 
with world-renowned scientists on 
a topic that is very much a center of 
debate in the meteorological world. 
In addition, I learned what it was 
like to do research in atmospheric 
science, and scientific research in 
general. I discovered that while in-
teresting and exciting in many 
ways, it was also tedious and in-
volved sifting through large 
amounts of data and writing many 
MATLAB scripts.  I also learned 
that in the world of academia, 
things move quite slowly. Never-
theless, it helped focus my interests 
in meteorology, and I know now 
that research is the direction in 
which I want to take after earning 
my degree in Atmospheric Science.  
Also, I’m currently working, with 
my two advisors from IRI, on get-
ting our results published, and plan 
on presenting them at various na-
tional conferences, which is excit-
ing! In summary, if you are at all 
interested in pursuing a research 
career or going to graduate school, I 
strongly suggest finding a similar 
program to participate in. Exploring 
opportunities such as this is impor-
tant in figuring out your specific 
interests within meteorology and 
what direction you want to take 
your career.  

Lamont-Doherty Intern Program at Columbia University 
    by Allison Wing ‘08
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This past summer I worked 
with Barclays Capital, a British In-
vestment Bank that is a power-
house in commodity trading.  Their 
departments are split up into power 
(electricity), natural gas, and oil 
teams.  In terms of meteorology-
related work, I provided the com-
modities team with three forecasts 
daily with a 15-day outlook for 12 
US cities.  It was a great opportu-
nity to practice forecasting, with a 
lot of pressure since they relied 
heavily on the accuracy of the fore-
casts.  They had me demo some fun 

weather products and evaluate 
whether or not the products would 
provide value-added.  I taught some 
members of the power team how to 
interpret thickness maps and read 
MOS output.  I gave a tropical me-
teorology seminar to the oil team.  
In addition, I did an analysis of the 
weather derivative market and pro-
posed exotic weather structures that 
I deemed profitable to our group.  
Non-meteorological work I did for 
them consisted of excel spreadsheet 
work for our structuring team in 
order to quantify the value of       

different biofuels.  I worked on a 
power pricing model and gave a 
presentation to the energy team at 
Barclays.  I automated a few of our 
every-day tasks writing Visual Ba-
sic Code in Excel.  I would recom-
mend working in Investment Bank-
ing if you enjoy the financial mar-
kets, have taken at least 3 classes in 
Finance, and if you like a fast-
paced work environment.  

Barclays Capital by Alyssa Pizzolanti ‘07

Lockheed Martin by Yolanda Roberts ‘07

At this time last year, I did-
n’t think that I would ever work for 
Lockheed Martin. The thought 
never crossed my mind that there 
would be a multitude of opportuni-
ties for atmospheric science majors 
there, as they usually hire engi-
neers. Thankfully, an email to Dr. 
Colucci from a college recruiter 
sealed the fate of my summer of 
2006.

I was excited to learn on my 
first day that I would be working 
with a small research and develop-
ment team on part of the next 
GOES (Geostationary Operational 
Environmental Satellite) satellite! 
My team in particular worked on 
developing the products that would 
be available from GOES-R. NASA 
plans on launching GOES-R in ei-
ther 2012 or 2013, and Lockheed 
Martin is one of the companies 
competing for the contract. It was 

exciting to learn about the future 
capabilities of the next GOES se-
ries, and even more exciting to be a 
part of developing it. So what ex-
actly did I do? When it comes down 
to it, I worked with C code all sum-
mer. No, I did not know how to 
code in C when I first started, so I 
had to learn myself, using Google 
and my computer savvy co-workers 
as references. That was a huge part 
of this internship: catching what 
was thrown my way then using the 
resources available to me to com-
plete my task. I didn’t have anyone 
looking over my shoulder, but I did 
have deadlines.

It turns out that Lockheed 
was seeking to fill a specific posi-
tion with an atmospheric science 
major. However, I was impressed 
that they asked me at my interview 
last October what I would like to do 
during my internship, to which I 

responded applied computer pro-
gramming, and that is exactly what 
they had me doing this summer. I 
was even more impressed that after 
I met my team (entirely composed 
of computer scientists) and had the 
opportunity to work with them for a 
couple weeks, my software and 
program leads gave me the option 
to switch to something more atmos-
pheric science related. Even though 
I decided to stick with learning 
more about being a software devel-
oper, it was nice to know that if at 
any time I wanted something more 
directly related to my major, my 
leads were open to it.

If you are interested in 
learning more about what Lockheed 
Martin has to offer, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at 
ylr2@cornell.edu.
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This past summer I interned 
at CBS4 Boston, where I worked 
with four meteorologists and two 
weather producers. CBS4 is rated 
number five out of 210 local televi-
sion markets, in terms of audience 
size. Also, they were recently 
awarded the best local news broad-
cast in the country. Their vast re-
sources allowed me to work with 
some of the most up-to-date graph-
ics systems, and well-seasoned me-
teorologists. Initially having two 
weather producers was beneficial in 
learning to use the WSI graphics 
system. Meanwhile, each American 
Meteorological Society certified 
meteorologist that I worked with 
provided me with a different point 
of view in learning to effectively 
use the infamous  chroma-key.  
Also, I saw many different points of 
view in making a weather forecast.

I interned with CBS4 in 
June, July, and August, typically 
working three days a week, for four 
to five hours a day.  Throughout 
this time, I answered viewer e-mail 
and phone calls, recorded viewer 
weather observations, and occa-
sionally performed computer up-
dates to the sophisticated VIPIR 
radar. During the first several 
weeks of my internship I spent the 
majority of my time learning to use 
the WSI graphics system. I nor-
mally arrived around 8am (although 
sometimes much earlier to watch 
the thirty or more early morning 
on-air hits), and observed the 
weather producers making graphics 
for the noon show. Shortly after, I 
myself started to use the graphics 

system, which I learned over the 
course of about four weeks. The 
weather producers showed me the 
main workings of the system, while 
answering all of my questions along 
the way. Once familiar with most 
components of WSI, I was asked to 
make daily weather trivia questions, 
and an accompanying graphic to be 
used on air. I was also responsible 
for creating other graphics, such as 
wind gusts, precipitation totals, and 
updated weather maps. These in-
volved using viewer observations, 
National Weather Service state-
ments, and weather model output. 

 After observing several me-
teorologists going on-air many 
times, I was ready to use the infa-
mous green screen. Watching four 
different meteorologists afforded 
me the advantage of seeing a num-
ber of different styles for presenting 
a weather forecast in front of a 
camera. In the beginning, I prac-
ticed for about an hour at a time, 
asking my colleagues for sugges-
tions and pointers. After a few 
weeks of getting used to being in 
front of a camera, CBS4 taped one 
of my mock on-air forecasts, so that 
I could diagnose my flaws. Once 
done, I practiced for another few 
weeks; by this time I was getting 
very comfortable in front of the 
chroma-key. I then chose a day to 
come in and film a resume tape. 
First, I arrived and put together a 
show using the WSI producer com-
puter. I used a combination of my 
own graphics and those made by 
the weather producers. I then taped 
for two hours, giving both longer 

and shorter forecasts. After filtering 
through my tape, I picked two fore-
casts that best represented myself, 
and edited them to use as a resume 
tape.

On several mornings 
throughout the summer I arrived 
around 3:30 AM, so that I was able 
to get an idea of how broadcast me-
teorologists prepare their weather 
forecasts. I noticed how many of 
the tools that I learned about in 
Synoptic Meteorology were em-
ployed for forecasting conclusions. 
Each meteorologist used a combi-
nation of the MOS statistical data, 
the FOUS actual model output, as 
well as several weather model runs. 
Current temperature trends as well 
as satellite and radar imagery were 
also used. Through the course of 
this observation, I feel that I gained 
insight in putting together an accu-
rate forecast by using a variety of 
weather-related tools.

As a whole, I think that this 
internship was a big step in my be-
coming a broadcast meteorologist. 
Not only did it reaffirm my career 
choice in broadcasting, but I also 
learned a huge amount of informa-
tion, both through my daily duties 
and observations. I feel that I have 
a good handle on using the WSI 
graphics system; this one of the 
most popular graphics systems that 
is used in broadcast meteorology. 
Furthermore, I am now comfortable 
in using the green screen, an 
achievement that could never be 
reached inside a classroom. 

CBS-4 Boston by Nick Borelli ‘07
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Lastly, I learned how to use many 
aspects of weather data that I 
learned about at Cornell and turn 
them into an accurate forecast. I 
feel that this internship has afforded 
me with the tools to reach my goal 
of becoming a broadcast meteorolo-
gist.  

As a side note, I am staying 
in contact with all of the wonderful 
people at CBS4. They have invited 
me back to the weather office this 
winter so that I can experience the 
madness of a full-fledged snow-
storm. Furthermore, they have in-
vited me back for recording when-

ever the need arises. I therefore feel 
that this internship has also aided 
me in making good contacts and 
references for my future. 

WTEN-Albany and Weather Routing Inc. by Erik Thorgersen ‘08

I was lucky enough to have 
two internships over the sum-
mer.  One was paid, at a private 
meteorology company called 
Weather Routing, Inc. in Glens 
Falls, NY which specializes in ship 
and yacht forecasting and rout-
ing.  The other was at TV station 
WTEN in Albany, NY, which was 
not a paid internship.  Most impor-
tantly, they both involved forecast-
ing, which is what I was really hop-
ing for, and they were both close 
enough to home.
        At Weather Routing my tasks 
included hanging up the weather 
plot maps, sorting through the mod-
els, and entering ship positions on 
clipboards and in the computer da-
tabase.  That may sound like boring 
stuff, but it was useful in expanding 
geographical knowledge, especially 
with world time zones, and in mete-
orological knowledge as well.  We 
would receive reports directly from 
the ships in synoptic code which I 
would then interpret and plot on a 
map.  It was interesting to receive 
such reports and see how events 
like the Indian Monsoon and tropi-
cal systems affect ships and the 
routes they take.  Some of the more 

interesting and important responsi-
bilities of mine were to write daily 
tropical summaries for the Atlantic 
and Eastern Pacific Oceans.  I 
would summarize locations and in-
tensities of tropical waves or lows 
and their likelihood for develop-
ment.  In addition to other tasks 
here and there, my other main job 
was to create the forecast and 
graphics for local cable television 
station TV8.  This was my favorite 
part of the job.  The Weather Rout-
ing meteorologist who would be 
doing the evening newscast for 
TV8 spent most of their day fore-
casting for ships.  It was then up to 
me to create the forecast and most 
of the graphics on my own.  The 
only downside to this job was start-
ing work at 5AM!
        At WTEN, my main task was 
also putting together the forecast 
and graphics for the evening news-
casts.  The main difference was in 
the graphics systems used.  TV8 
uses power point, while WTEN 
uses WSI, obviously a much more 
sophisticated graphics system.  I 
also didn’t get to create the forecast 
on my own at WTEN, but was 
happy to watch and learn forecast-

ing techniques as I worked with 
Jeff Smith (2003 Cornell grad), the 
weekend meteorologist, on week-
end evenings.  I became comfort-
able working with WSI and even 
got to practice in front of the green 
screen and make a demo tape of me 
doing the weather.

Overall, I enjoyed both in-
ternships which gave me a look at 
two very different aspects in fore-
casting.  Even if you are not inter-
ested in broadcasting, I would defi-
nitely recommend a broadcasting 
internship to anyone who wants 
something weather related to do 
over the summer that can’t find 
anything more related to their inter-
ests.  TV internships are not usually 
paid, but it is fun to see that side, 
and, from my experience, they are 
happy to have you, flexible in 
scheduling, and you can learn a lot 
about forecasting.
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On Wednesday August 30, 
the summer of 2006 became the 
wettest summer on record here in 
Ithaca, NY. In June, it rained a to-
tal of 7.52 inches, well above the 
normal monthly total of 3.87 

inches. July experienced 6.77 inches of rain, compared 
with the normal monthly total of 3.54 inches, and Au-
gust had 4.84 inches of rain, compared with the nor-
mal monthly total of 3.39 inches. The 19.13 inches of 
rain total over the summer made it the wettest since 

records began being kept in 1895. The previous record 
was 19.05 inches (1917). Interestingly, last summer 
(2005) was the third driest on record in Ithaca, with 
only 9.60 inches of rain recorded.  In addition, there 
was an average of 16.86 inches of rainfall over the 
June, July, and August of 2006 across New York 
State, setting a record for greatest summer New York 
State precipitation average. The previous record was 
16.26 inches, which occurred in the summer of 1903.

Data Source: Northeast Regional Climate Center 
www.nrcc.cornell.edu

2006 Wettest Summer on Record in Ithaca by Allison Wing ‘08
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A rainbow arches over campus after a fall 
rainstorm. Photo by Allison Wing ‘08

Looking outside of Ithaca, tropical systems in 
the month of September were down from last year by 
just one, but the intensity and affects of the 2006 
storms were much less.  Four tropical systems formed 
in 2006 and none posed a threat to the United 
States.  Florence became a tropical storm on Septem-
ber 5 about midway between the Cape Verde Islands 
and the Leeward Islands before tracking northwest 
toward Bermuda as a hurricane.  Gordon formed on 
September 11 to the east-northeast of the Virgin Is-
lands and moved north, becoming a hurricane, before 
turning eastward and weakening.  Helene formed on 
September 13 near the Cape Verde Islands.  Helene 
became a hurricane three days later as it headed north-
west before turning north and then northeast before 

reaching Bermuda.  The final tropical system of Sep-
tember 2006 was Isaac which formed on September 
28 to the southeast of Bermuda.  Isaac became a hurri-
cane as it headed north and weakened as it continued 
towards Newfoundland.  There’s quite a contrast be-
tween these four storms with the September storms of 
2005. Recall that Maria, Nate, and Philippe mean-
dered in the central Atlantic relatively harmlessly, but 
Ophelia threatened, and skirted, the southeast coast. 
Hurricane Rita formed east of the Bahamas before 
plowing into the Gulf of Mexico, reaching category 5 
strength with winds as high as 175 mph, and low pres-
sure of 897mb before making landfall along the 
Texas/Louisiana border. Quite a difference from this 
September!

September Hurricanes by Erik Thorgersen ‘08
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least 10,000) in the U.S. by average num-
ber of days of precipitation?
A. Binghamton, NY
B. Syracuse, NY
C. Astoria, OR
D. Olympia, WA

4. What is the world’s greatest 24 hour 
rainfall?
A. 57”
B. 64”
C. 68”
D. 73”

5. What is the world’s largest 24 hour 

1. What is the world’s highest recorded 
dew point?
A. 83°F
B. 87°F
C. 91°F
D. 95°F

2. What is the world’s highest recorded 
temperature?
A. 134°F
B. 136°F
C. 138°F
D. 140°F

3. What is the wettest city (population at 

temperature change?
A. 63°F
B. 83°F
C. 103°F
D. 123°F
Answers:
1. D. 95°F is the world’s highest dew point 
- recorded in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.
2. B. 136°F is the world’s highest tempera-
ture - recorded in Al Aziziyah, Libya.
3. C. Astoria, OR receives an average of 
196 days of precipitation per year.  Syra-
cuse is tied for third and Binghamton is 
tied for sixth.
4. D. 73” is the world’s greatest 24 hour 
rainfall recorded in Cilaos, Reunion Island 
(east of Madagascar).
5. C.  103°F is the world’s largest 24 hour 
temperature change.  In Loma, Montana 
over one 24 hour span the temperatures 
changed from -54°F to 49°F.

Weather Trivia Trivia Source: Extreme Weather, by 

           Christopher C. Burt

Call the Cornell WeatherPhone at 

607-255-6567 
for Ithaca forecasts updated every morning and afternoon!

Ithacation–October 2007

Co-Editors: Erik Thorgersen’08 
(emt36) and Allison Wing ‘08
(aaw28) 

Contributors: Nick Borelli ‘07, 
Alyssa Pizzolanti ‘07, Yolanda 
Roberts ‘07, Ginny Sawyer ‘07,  
Pat Meyers ‘08, Robert Gottlieb 
‘09

Technical Support: Pam Vitale

Visit the CCAMS  website!
http://ccams.eas.cornell.edu


